PART IH: SELECTION FOR HCV ASSISTANCE

4-1ILA. OVERVIEW

As vouchers become available, families on the waiting list must be selected for assistance in
accordance with the policies described in this part.

The order in which families are selected from the waiting list depends on the selection method
chosen by the PHA and is impacted in part by any selection preferences for which the family
qualifies. The availability of targeted funding also may affect the order in which families are
selected from the waiting list.

The PHA must maintain a clear record of all information required to verify that the family is
selected from the waiting list according to the PHA’s selection policies [24 CFR 982.204(b) and
982.207(e)]. '

4-11L.B. SELECTION AND HCV FUNDING SOURCES
Special Admissions [24 CFR 982.203]

HUD may award funding for specifically-named families living in specified types of units (e.g., a
family that is displaced by demolition of public housing; a non-purchasing family residing in a
HOPE 1 or 2 projects). In these cases, the PHA may admit such families whether or not they are
on the waiting list, and, if they are on the waiting list, without considering the family’s position
on the waiting list. These families are considered non-waiting list selections. The PHA must
maintain records showing that such families were admitted with special program funding.

Targeted Funding [24 CFR 982.204(e)]

HUD may award a PHA funding for a specified category of families on the waiting list. The PHA
must use this funding only to assist the families within the specified category. In order to assist
families within a targeted funding category, the PHA may skip families that do not qualify within
the targeted funding category. Within this category of families, the order in which such families
are assisted is determined according to the policies provided in Section 4-IILC.

PHA Policy
The PHA. administers no targeted funding.
Regular HCV Funding

Regular HCV funding may be used to assist any eligible family on the waiting list. Families are
selected from the waiting list according to the policies provided in Section 4-I1I.C.



4-1.C. SELECTION METHOD

PHAs must describe the method for selecting applicant families from the waiting list, including
the system of admission preferences that the PHA will use [24 CFR 982.202(d)}.

Local Preferences [24 CFR 982.207; HCV p. 4-16]

PHAs are permitted to establish local preferences, and to give priority to serving families that
meet those criteria. HUD specifically authorizes and places restrictions on certain types of local
preferences. HUD also permits the PHA to establish other local preferences, at its discretion. Any
local preferences established must be consistent with the PHA plan and the consolidated plan,
and must be based on local housing needs and priorities that can be documented by generally
accepted data sources.

PHA Policy

The PHA will utilize Iottery in determining which applicant families will be placed on its

waiting list.

The PHA will determine the number of families that will be selected by lottery for

waiting list placement at time of waiting list opening publication.

Those applicant families selected at random for waiting list placement will then be
selected from the waiting list in order according to the following preferences:

Preferences

1. Resident (5 points)

2. Working Family (3 points)
3. Veteran (1 point)

A Veteran may also claim the Resident and/or Working Family Preference.

Preference Definitions

Veteran: A veteran is a person who served in the active military, naval, or air service and
who was discharged or released from such service under conditions other than
dishonorable. The preference applies to veterans and the unmarried surviving spouses of
veterans. !

Disabled: As defined in Exhibit 3-1.

Resident: The PHA will provide a preference to families who live, work, or who have
been hired to work within PHA’s jurisdiction (24 CFR Part 982.207(b)(1))
a. Use of the residency preference will not have the purpose or effect of delaying
admission to the program on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin,

I Under 38 CFR A surviving spouse who remarries is no longer eligible to receive VA benefits.



age, familial status, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or marital
status.

Working Family: (Includes families where head AND spouse/cohead are elderly or
disabled (24 CFR Part 982.207(b)(2))): A working preference will be provided to an
applicant whose head of household, spouse, or co-head is employed. Employed is defined
as working an average of 20 hours a week for the past 6 months (as of date of selection
from the waiting list).

An applicant where the head and spouse (or co-head) or sole member is a person age
62 or older, or is a person with disabilities, must also be given the benefit of this
preference.

Example 1: Head of household is elderly, but does not work. There 1s no spouse or
co-head. This family receives benefit of the working preference.

FExample 2: Head of household is 64, spouse is disabled. Neither work. This
family receives benefit of the working preference.

Example 3: Head of household is 63, spouse is neither elderly nor disabled.
Neither work. This family does NOT receive benefit of the working preference
since both the head of household and spouse (or cohead) must be elderly and/or
disabled to receive benefit of the working preference, unless one is working an
average of 20 hours a week for the past 6 months.

Income Targeting Requirement {24 CFR 982.201(b)(2)]

HUD requires that extremely low-income (ELI) families make up at least 75 percent of the
families admitted to the HCV program during the PHA’s fiscal year. ELI families are those with
annual incomes at or below the federal poverty level or 30 percent of the area median income,
whichever number is higher. To ensure this requirement is met, a PHA may skip non-ELI
families on the waiting list in order to select an ELI family.

Low-income families admitted to the program that are “continuously assisted” under the 1937
Housing Act [24 CFR 982.4(b)], as well as low-income or moderate-income families admitted to
the program that are displaced as a result of the prepayment of the mortgage or voluntary
termination of an insurance contract on eligible low-income housing, are not counted for income
targeting purposes [24 CFR 982.201(b)(2)(v)].

PHA Policy

The PHA will monitor progress in meeting the income targeting requirement throughout
the fiscal year. Extremely low-income families will be selected ahead of other eligible
families on an as-needed basis to ensure the income targeting requirement is met.



Order of Selection

The PHA system of preferences may select families based on local preferences according to the
date and time of application or by a random selection process (lottery) [24 CFR 982.207(c)]. Ifa
PHA does not have enough funding to assist the family at the top of the waiting list, it is not
permitted to skip down the waiting list to a family that it can afford to subsidize when there are
not sufficient funds to subsidize the family at the top of the waiting list [24 CFR 982.204(d)

and (e)].

PHA Policy

Families will be selected from the waiting list based on the selection preference(s) for
which they qualify, and in accordance with the PHA’s hierarchy of preferences, if
applicable. Within each targeted funding or preference category, families will be selected
on a first-come, first-served basis according to the date and time their complete
application is received by the PHA.




